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American Revolution  through  

operation Iraqi freedom  
 

"These are the times that try men's souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of 

their country; but he that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman." 

~Thomas Paine 

 
  

Memorial Day (originally known as Decoration Day) is much more than a three-day weekend that marks 

the beginning of summer. To many people, especially the nation's thousands of combat veterans, this day, 

which has a history stretching back all the way to the Civil War, is an important reminder of those who 

died in the service of their country. 
 

Music Celebrations and the American Veterans Center are pleased to create, sponsor and organize a 

Choral Festival in our Nationôs capital that honors those veterans past and present who have sacrificed so 

much for the liberties we currently enjoy in our country ï as well as around the world.  The setting for this 

commemoration will be the Concert Hall in the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. 
 

Not merely an event for Washington, the second annual National Memorial Day Choral Festival is an 

event for the entire country - a major opportunity to draw the attention of Americans to the real meaning 

for the holiday - honoring the men and women who have served, and died, to preserve our liberties. 
 

The History 

 

Memorial Day was officially proclaimed on May 5, 1868 by General John Logan, national commander of the Grand Army of the 

Republic, in his General Order No. 11, and was first observed on May 30, 1868, when flowers were placed on the graves of Union and 

Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery. 
 

By 1890 it was recognized by all of the northern states, but the South refused to acknowledge the day ï choosing to honor its war dead 

on different days.  This remained until the end of World War I, when the holiday changed from honoring just those who died fighting in 

the Civil War to honoring Americans who died fighting in any war. 
 

Memorial Day is now celebrated in almost every State of the Union on the last Monday in May, following the passage of the National 

Holiday Act of 1971. 
 

The Director 
 

Dr. Scott Buchanan serves as the Director of Choral Activities at Indiana State University in Terre 

Haute, Indiana. Originally from New Jersey, Dr. Buchanan holds a Bachelorôs Degree in Music 

Education from Bradley University, a Masterôs Degree in Music Education from the Florida State 

University, and a Ph.D. in Music Education from the Conservatory of Music at the University of 

Missouri-Kansas City. Prior to his appointment at ISU, he served on the faculty as Director of Choral 

Activities at Armstrong Atlantic State University in Savannah, Georgia. Dr. Buchanan began his 

teaching career at the high school level in Brevard County, Florida, where his groups received acclaim 

at district, state, and national levels. 
 

Dr. Buchanan is in frequent demand as a choral clinician and adjudicator throughout the United States. Recently, he has been engaged as 

a choral clinician/guest conductor for workshops, honor choirs, and All-State choirs in Indiana, North Dakota, Illinois, Nebraska, 

Georgia, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, New York, Virginia, and Alabama. Additionally, he has published articles in the Southeastern 

Journal of Music Education, the Missouri Journal of Research in Music Education, ICDA Notations, and has written compact disc and 

choral reviews for the Choral Journal. In April 2001, Dr. Buchanan made his Carnegie Hall debut as a guest conductor for MidAmerica 

Productions. In the spring of 2004, he returned to Carnegie Hall, conducting a solo performance with the Indiana State University 
Concert Choir.  He is a member of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, Pi Kappa Lambda Music Honor Society, and maintains active membership in 

MENC, IMEA, and ACDA. He has served on the IMEA Board of Directors and currently serves as President-elect of the Indiana Choral 

Directors Association. At Indiana State, Dr. Buchanan conducts the select Concert Choir, Masterworks Chorale, and teaches conducting, 

choral methods, and literature at both the graduate and undergraduate levels. Additionally, he serves as faculty advisor for the ISU 

student chapters of ACDA and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia. 



 

Festival tour Itinerary  
 

3 Nights / 4 Days 
  

 

Friday, May 28
th
, 2010 

Arrive in Washington, D.C. 

Meet your Tour Manager, who will escort you through the duration of your activities 

Sightseeing may include a panoramic tour of the Capitol Hill area, the Supreme Court 

Building, and the Library of Congress 

Check into your hotel 

Dinner at a local restaurant 

Evening Festival Chorus Rehearsal 

Evening walking tour of the Lincoln, Korean, World War II, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 

and Vietnam Memorials, as well as the Washington Monument 

 

Saturday, May 29
th
, 2010   

Breakfast at the hotel 

Morning Festival Chorus rehearsal 

Lunch, on own 

Visit the Thomas Jefferson Memorial and the Marine Corps Iwo Jima War Memorial 

Take a tour of Arlington National Cemetery and participate in the special U.S. Military 

Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown* 

Spend the rest of the afternoon at one the Smithsonian Institute Museums 

Dinner at a local restaurant 

Evening Festival Chorus Rehearsal 
 

Sunday, May 30
th
, 2010  

Breakfast at the hotel 

Festival Chorus Dress Rehearsal at the Kennedy Center 

Box lunch provided at the Kennedy Center Café 

National Memorial Day Choral Festival Performance in the John F.  Kennedy Center 

for the Performing Arts 

Dinner at a local restaurant 

Attend the ñNational Memorial Day Concertò on the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol, 

featuring a performance by the National Symphony Orchestra 
 

Monday, May 31
st
, 2010  

Breakfast at the hotel 

Check out of your hotel and board your motorcoach to the pre-parade staging area 

Box lunch, provided 
Perform as a Festival Chorus at the National Archives Building in the Pre-Parade 

festivities prior to the start of the National Memorial Day Parade 

Celebrate Memorial Day by attending the nationôs National Memorial Day Parade on 

Historic Constitution Avenue 

Depart for home 

 

*Subject to confirmation 
 
 

 

 

 

Festival Tour #2, a 4 night / 5 day Tour , offers more flexibility to add additional 

musical and sightseeing opportunities in our nationôs capital 
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