National Memorial Day Parade
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Honored War Dead in
Washington , D.C.
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A National Parade to Thank Veterans
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- Colin Powell, Retired Fou6tar General

and Former U.S. Secretary of State of their country.

In 2004, after a long absence, a parade returned to Washington, D.C. mnia\ﬂerl
Day to coincide with the dedication of the National World War Il Memorial. T
outpouring of appreciation to the veterans of World War Il spilled over to vete
of the more recent conflicts. Anthony A. Williams, former Mayor of Washington
D.C., was so moved by this parade that he was instrumental in reinstating it
annual event in conjunction with the American Veterans Center and M

M emorial Day (originally known as Decoration Day) i
much more than a thraky weekend that marks the
beginning of summer. To many people, especially the
nation's thosands of combat veterans, this day, whi
has a history stretching back all the way to the Civil W.
is an important reminder of those who died in the sery|
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Celebrations International.

Not merely an event for Washington, the National Memorial Day Parade is an event for the entiré caumjpr
parade which seeks to draw the attention of Americans to the real meaning for the holiday: hooseimghthhave

served, and died, to preserve our liberties.

Upcoming National
Memorial Day

Parade Dates
(always the last Monday in May):

Monday, May 28 2012
Monday, May 27 2013
Monday, May 2§ 2014
Monday, May 25 2015

Now, every year on Memorial Day, this theeur
parade passes alongside theational Mall on

Constitution Avenue between 7th and 17th Streets ih a

magni ficent salute to A

ne r

of those who died in defense of our country. The parade
consists of select marching bands and veteran upits

from each of the 50 d&s honoring World War I, War

World Il, The Korean and Vietnam Conflicts, Deseft
and

Storm, and the liberation of Grenada, Panama, Iraq
Afghanistan. Large patriotic floats and heludithed

balloons are also part of the procession. More th
10,000 partigrants take part in the parade each year.
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the foundation of ou freedom is rooted ir
their sacrifice. The limitless opportunities
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with great honor that we extend our supt
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- John Warner, Former U.S. Senatc
U.S. Secretargf the Navy, ant
World War Il Veterai
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