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Honored War Dead in  

Washington , D.C.  
 

National Memorial Day Parade  
 Jja\] ¢ MY[ja^a[] ¢ M]jna[] 
 

presented by the 

American Veterans Center 
and 

Music Celebrations International 
 



 

ÍUkq ]na pk ^a _kiiaj`a` bkn knc]jeving this 
i]cjebe_ajp ]jjq]h arajp ej pda j]pekjÐo _]lep]h 
to honor those who died in service of their 
_kqjpnu*Î 
 

- Colin Powell, Retired Four-Star General 

and Former U.S. Secretary of State 

 A National Parade to Thank Veterans  
 

Memorial Day (originally known as Decoration Day) is 

much more than a three-day weekend that marks the 

beginning of summer. To many people, especially the 

nation's thousands of combat veterans, this day, which 

has a history stretching back all the way to the Civil War, 

is an important reminder of those who died in the service 

of their country.  

 

In 2004, after a long absence, a parade returned to Washington, D.C. on Memorial 

Day to coincide with the dedication of the National World War II Memorial. This 

outpouring of appreciation to the veterans of World War II spilled over to veterans 

of the more recent conflicts. Anthony A. Williams, former Mayor of Washington, 

D.C., was so moved by this parade that he was instrumental in reinstating it as an 

annual event in conjunction with the American Veterans Center and Music 

Celebrations International.  

 

Now, every year on Memorial Day, this three-hour 

parade passes alongside the National Mall on 

Constitution Avenue between 7th and 17th Streets in a 

magnificent salute to Americaôs Veterans and in honor 

of those who died in defense of our country. The parade 

consists of select marching bands and veteran units 

from each of the 50 states honoring World War I, War 

World II, The Korean and Vietnam Conflicts, Desert 

Storm, and the liberation of Grenada, Panama, Iraq and 

Afghanistan. Large patriotic floats and helium-filled 

balloons are also part of the procession. More than 

10,000 participants take part in the parade each year. 

 

Not merely an event for Washington, the National Memorial Day Parade is an event for the entire countryða major 

parade which seeks to draw the attention of Americans to the real meaning for the holiday: honoring those who have 

served, and died, to preserve our liberties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming National 

Memorial Day  

Parade Dates  

(always the last Monday in May): 
 

Monday, May 28th, 2012 

Monday, May 27th, 2013 

Monday, May 26th, 2014 

Monday, May 25th, 2015 
 

ÍSa ksa ] cna]p `a^p pk kqn rapan]jo ^a_]qoa 
the foundation of our freedom is rooted in 
their sacrifice. The limitless opportunities we 
ajfku pk`]u ]na ] cebp sa _]j jaran nal]uÄEp eo 
with great honor that we extend our support 
]j` ^aop seodao bkn ] oq__aoobqh l]n]`a*Î 
 

- John Warner, Former U.S. Senator, 

U.S. Secretary of the Navy, and 

World War II Veteran 
 


