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About The Parade
Welcome To Dublin!

In the pastin Ireland,Saint Patrick's Day
was celebrated as a religious holiday. It
became a public holiday in 1903 when Irish
MP James O'Marantroducedthe law It
required pub®e closed othe holiday a
provision which was repealed only in the
19707V

The first St. Patrick's Day parade held in
Irelandwas in Dublin in 1931 Although
secular celebrations now exist, the holiday
remains a religious observance iialdnd, for
both the Church of Ireland and Roman
Catholic Church.
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event involving multiple events and activities with over a million people attending the festival and 675,000 people
attendance at the 2009 parade alone!
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itself weaves through the city center and is made up of Irish street theater companies, ceremonial groups
marching bands from around the world for an exciting carnival atmosphere.

Our two weeks in Ireland were fille
with special experiences. We found
people to be tremendously receptive
us and our music and they very willi
to go out of their way to assure us
very best of times. Music Celebratic
International arranged terrific concel
venues which were wpllblicized and
well attended. The young people in t
ensemble were able to meet ¢
converse with many locals their own ¢
It was a very revealing and uplifti
experience for all of us to personally
involved in lIrish cultural events. | ce
honestlysay that our tour to Ireland wi
a wonderful experience in all respec
musically and culturally. It was ju
another example of how MCI tak

- Dr. Bill SilvesterCollege of New Jers special care in all their arrangements.

THE TEMPLE BAR




